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Ohio Experiment Station has crossed
this with the large-fruited varieties to
develop a large-fruited hybrid which
Is resistant to leaf mold. This has
been a great help to greenhouse
growers who have seen their crops
reduced by this disease.

The husk tomato (Physalis pubes-
cens), also called GROUND CHERRY
and STRAWBERRY TOMATO, is a native
of North America. It is found grow-
ing wild and is also cultivated in
gardens. It is a small, yellow, cherry-
like fruit enclosed in a membranous
husk. The fruits are mild and of good
flavor and are highly prized by some
people. There are a number of simi-
lar varieties, ascribed to other species,
which are found in the tropics as well
as in temperate regions, and all are
referred to as ground cherries or
strawberry tomatoes. For example,

the    CHINESE   LANTERN    Or    WINTER

CHERRY {Physalis alkekengi] of
Europe and the Orient is often grown
in gardens because of its fine flavor.
Many other kinds of tomatoes and
new varieties have been introduced
during the past ten years as particu-
larly suited to certain localities.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Tomatoes grow best on the sandy-
loam types of soils. They are very
sensitive to poor drainage and poor
aeration. Soils that tend to accumu-
late water after heavy rains in ponds
or in which the water does not read-
ily move down to the subsoil are not
suited for tomatoes. The subsoils
should be open and well aerated.
They must also be weii supplied with
lime to considerable depths to en-
courage deep rioting of the plants.
Under such conditions, a high yield
can be expected. The tomato is a
tropical plant grown in temperate

regions as an annual; for this reason,
varieties should be chosen for their
adaptation to the particular locality.
The early varieties require 60 davs
from the time plants are set in the
field to mature. The midseason va-
rieties require 70 to 75 days, while
the late varieties require around So
days or more. The plants must be
started in warm temperatures, as the
plants are very sensitive to frost,
There are tomato varieties available
for practically every section of the
United States.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The seed is
sown in flats about the first to the
middle of March. The plants arc
grown at a temperature of 60 degrees
or higher and are ready to be spotted
to other flats around the first to the
middle of April. They are spotted
two niches each way and are permit-
ted to grow until the first to the mid-
dle of May, or until all danger of
frost is past. Then they are set in the
field. They should be set with a trans-
planting solution, or in ground which
was saturated with a transplanting
solution about five days before.

The soil should be well prepared
to make a good seed bed, and suffi-
cient lime should be applied to thor-
oughly sweeten the soil. On limestone
soils this is not so necessary. If ma-
nure or chemical fertilizer is used, it
should be plowed under with the lim-
ing material. Chemical fertilizer, if
used, should be applied at the rate
of 1200 pounds of 5-10-5 to the acre,
or about 30 pounds to a thousand
square feet. A more economical
method is to use only liquid fertilizer.
Two side-dressings of 20 pounds of
13-26-13 or its equivalent dissolved
in 50 gallons of water and applied
about the time the plants are wdl